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Malam Gema Merdeka 2008

Spirit : Reigniting the Flames of Patriotism


CHARACTERS OVERVIEW

Main Character

1) Joe

· A brooding, anti social young man, Joe has strong views on just about anything and everything, spanning from the music he listens to, to the current state of affairs in the world.

· He believes that Malaysia is stunted in terms of development and social growth and does not understand the significance of how culture and history should affect the decisions the country’s leaders make for the sake of the future. 

· An only child who is constantly ignored while at home, he harbors some resentment towards his parents who never seem to have enough time to pay attention to him. Without proper guidance from his parents, Joe grew up with his own sets of values.

2) Alisa (present) / Suri (future-Alisa’s granddaughter)

· Alisa is Joe’s close friend and total opposite when it comes to her perspective towards Malaysia. Cute, cheerful and somewhat geeky, she is a hidden beauty. On the night of MGM, she impresses Joe by pulling off a spectacular show. She is very passionate about Malaysia and this is sometimes too much for Joe. However, she cares a lot about Joe and wants him to share her enthusiasm.

· Suri is the spitting image of her grandmother Alisa, and is just as dauntless. Her fight is much harder in the future when Malaysia is in chaos. Even so, she won’t stop at anything and never gives up.

3) Past Spirit

· The past spirit embodies Malaysia’s colourful history and appears in the guise of a game show host. Upbeat and flamboyant, he is nonetheless a very likable character who wears loud and glittery clothing. 

4) Present Spirit

· Despite her spooky and creepy appearance, the spirit reveals herself to be childish and playful. She is cheerful by nature and likes to tease.

5) Future Spirit

· Essentially the spirit of Malaysia itself, the future spirit portrays itself as a retired army general. Old and grumpy, he is disillusioned with what Malaysia has become in the future. He speaks in a manner of a person who gives stern and sharp remarks.

6) Mom (present)

· A full time career woman and mother to Joe, she is very involved in her work. At home, she is extremely bossy and tends to disregard her son. She is unaware of her behavior towards Joe, and past events have made her seem indifferent towards her family. She seems to wear the pants in her relationship with her husband, who in turn listens to her every command.

7) Dad (present)

· An honest and straightforward person, he listens to his wife and does almost everything that she tells him to do. Absorbed in trying too hard to please his wife, he fails to connect with his son Joe.

· A cheeky skirt chaser in the past, he has since switched to being a loyal house-husband.

8) Husband (Abang-1935)

· A teacher from the village in the year 1935, he is a loving husband who is very frank and honest. He works hard for his family and is a kind and gentle man.

9) Wife (Esah-1935)

· The obedient wife of the teacher in 1935, her husband and child is her whole life. She stays at home to watch the baby and wait for her husband to come home each day. Although she loves her husband very much, she secretly hates it when he has to leave for work every morning.

10) General (Japan Soldier - 1935)

· The commanding officer of Japanese forces stationed in the village, the general is a hard and uncompromising individual. His cold exterior does not betray his emotions. He commands respect from everyone and is regarded very highly by his men. Unforgiving and cruel, his silent demeanor does not disguise the fact that he is a dangerous man.

11) Host 

· A friend of Joe, he shares Joe’s negative sentiments towards Malaysia and being patriotic. He eventually takes over where Joe left off in the future and leads the people towards understanding Joe’s beliefs. Believing that it is the best for his people, he is active in advocating his views and will not let anyone stand in the way.

Extras

1) TV guy

2) Lecturer

3) Zach

4) Crowd ( 2 people)

5) Two assistants (past-help past spirit)

6) Japan soldiers (4 people)

7) Kids (3 people)

8) Secretary

9) Scene – Derma

a) Apek selling Sayur

b) Makcik buying Sayur

c) Barber

d) Tauke Kedai Runcit

e) Alms collector (8 people)

f) Tunku Abdul Rahman

10) Alisa’s friend (MGM girl)

11) Time travelers (4 people)

12) Crowd for talk and party ( 10 people) – Ramalama Bang Bang dance

13) Paramedic and CPR guy (4 people)

Dance

1) Marching

2) Traditional medley

A) Malay dance

B) Indian dance

C) Chinese dance

3) Modern Dance - Ramalama Bang Bang
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